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Japan celebrates the 66 Birthday of His Majesty the Emperor

Ambassador Yokota Kenji held a reception in celebration of the Emperor Naruhito’s 66" birthday
at the Phoenicia Hotel, in the presence of H.E. Dr. Nizar Hani, Minister of Agriculture,
representing H.E. General Joseph Aoun, President of the Republic, H.E. Mr. Nabih Berri,
Speaker of the Parliament and H.E. Judge. Nawaf Salam of the Lebanese Republic, and
diplomatic, consular, economic, academic, cultural and social figures.

After the Lebanese and Japanese anthems, Ambassador Yokota shared a personal reflection
on his arrival in Lebanon last December, noting the fulfillment of a long-standing aspiration:

“| studied Arabic in Syria for three years beginning in 1988 after joining the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Following that assignment, | later served in Jordan for four years until 1995. During that
time, | used to hear a lot about the beauty of the city of Beirut and its rich culture. However, as
the Embassy of Japan was closed at that time, and despite its geographical proximity,
Lebanon remained a ‘distant country’ for me. Now, thirty years later, my long-cherished wish to
live and work in this beloved country has finally come true.”

He explained that Japan’s National Day is celebrated in honor of His Majesty the Emperor’s
birthday, highlighting the more than 2,600-year history of the Imperial House, the oldest
hereditary monarchy in the world. He noted that His Majesty, the 126th Emperor of Japan, will
turn 66 years old on February 23. An excerpt from the Emperor's New Year message was
shared, emphasizing the preciousness of peace, the importance of passing down the history,
the need for dialogue and cooperation to build a peaceful world, and the wish for the new year
to be a good one for people around the world, allowing them to move forward with hope.

Addressing the situation in Lebanon, the Ambassador acknowledged that many Lebanese
continue to suffer from economic and financial crises, conflict and prolonged displacement. He
reaffirmed that Japan sincerely hopes for the restoration of peace and stability in Lebanon and
continues to support the efforts of the Lebanese government to advance reforms and establish
full sovereignty over the entire territory of Lebanon.
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