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Ambassador Magoshi Attends Inauguration Ceremony
for the Exhibition Facility of Archaeological Site
in Batroun through GCGP

On 12 November 2025, Ambassador MAGOSHI Masayuki attended the inauguration
ceremony for the Exhibition Facility of Archaeological Site in Batroun, implemented by
ADUNA, the Friends of Akkar and Arga for the Development of Heritage and Culture in
collaboration with Chubu University (Japan). The project was funded by the Government
of Japan through the Grant Assistance for Cultural Grassroots Projects (GCGP). The
ceremony was held in the presence of Mr. Sarkis Khoury, Director General of Antiquities
representing the Minister of Culture; Mr. Marcelino El Harek, Mayor of Batroun; Ms.
Samar Karam, Regional Director for North Lebanon and Akkar; Ms. Rola Boghossian,
President of ADUNA; scholars from Lebanese University; community members.

Through this initiative, Japan seeks not only to preserve Lebanon's heritage but also to
foster greater appreciation and understanding of the cultural diversity of the region.

Mayor Marcelino ElI Harek welcomed the Japanese Ambassador and delegation. He
expressed his appreciation for the archaeological work in Batroun and thanked the
Japanese Embassy and Chubu University for their funding and support since 2018.

For her part, Ms. Samar Karam conveyed her appreciation to Japan and presented the
Directorate’s future plans.

Dr. Abdul-Massih explained that the Batroun archaeological project is a research project,
where they conduct scientific research within the walls of the gardens and on important
sites under construction and thanked the Embassy of Japan and Chubu University for their
support.

Mr. Sarkis Khoury emphasized his personal connection to Batroun praising the city’s rich
tangible and intangible heritage. Mr. Khoury also highlighted Japan’s past support,
including the research lab in Beirut, and described Japan as a cultural ally with broad
cooperation across sectors.

Ambassador MAGOSHI concluded that “Lebanon enjoys many unique archaeological
sites and religious landmarks. However, we are fully aware of the challenges Lebanon
faces in preserving and safeguarding these treasures. From this perspective, we hope that
this project has contributed, even in a small way, to enhancing the protection of this
heritage and passing it on to future generations, through close cooperation between the
local community and academic institutions”.
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