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Press Release

Ambassador Magoshi attended a ceremony at the FISTA to celebrate the completion of the
construction process under a project funded by Japan to support the education of children
with special needs in Koura, Deddeh

On July 11, 2024, Ambassador MAGOSHI Masayuki attended the ceremony to mark the successful completion of
the construction of the First Step Together Association (FISTA). FISTA School in Deddeh, Koura, North Lebanon
which was supported under the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Program (GGP), in the presence of
Mr. Amer Haddad, representing H.E. Governor of North Lebanon, Mr. Ramzi Nohra, And Mr. Rabih Al-Ayoubi,
Mayor of Deddeh.

FISTA’s school provides special education, vocational training, and social skills training to vulnerable Lebanese and
non-Lebanese students with special needs Since the number of students had increased over the years with high
demands for its specialized program FISTA had begun constructing new school buildings in Dedde-Koura; however,
due to the unprecedented economic crisis that Lebanon has been facing, FISTA was unable to complete the
construction of the entire school. Through the assistance from Japan, FISTA increased its educational capacity
allowing more than 400 students to learn in comfortable learning environment.

During the ceremony, Ambassador Magoshi emphasized the importance of this initiative in expanding access to
quality education, particularly for students with special needs. He reaffirmed the Japanese government's commitment,
through its various programs in Lebanon, to fostering a more diverse and inclusive educational landscape. This
includes strengthening the learning environment for students who require additional support and tailored teaching
methods. Ambassador Magoshi underscored the critical importance of ensuring every child has the right to quality
education, even amidst Lebanon's ongoing socio-economic challenges.

Echoing these sentiments, Dr. Sana Hamzeh, President of FISTA expressed her gratitude for Japan's support of the
project. She highlighted its vital role in assisting students with special needs by creating a safe and inclusive learning
environment as well as the collaborative efforts in maintaining high-quality educational services.
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